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MISSOULA-"Court of Limited Jurisdiction Under the 1972 Montana Constitution" wl I I be the
subject of pub! ic lectures, panels and seminar discussions to be held in Missoula,
Great Fa I Is and Bi I I ings on Sept. 25, 26 and 27, respectively.
The programs are being sponsored by the Montana Citizens for Court Improvement under
a $13,500 grant from the Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH), an organization
which has home offices at the University of Montana in Missoula.
Each of the three one-day conferences wi I I involve dialogues between humanists,
judicial personnel, and citizens on the subjects of courts of I imited jurisdiction, their
function under the 1972 Constitution as instruments of justice, and how citizens may use
their political power to work through the political process for possible change and reform.
The program was originally planned under the overal I direction of the late Katie Payne,
Missoula, a member of the Montana Citizens for Court Improvement.

Mason Melvin, Bozeman,

who is chairman of the organization, wi I I oversee the series because of Mrs. Payne's
unexpected death.
Participants in each conference wi I I include Judges Russel I Smith and E. Gardner
Brownlee of Missoula; John A. Clark, Petoskey, Mich., president of the American Judicature
Bi IIi ngs,
Society; Prof. Gordon Browder, UM sociology department; Prof. Thomas Dicken,/rel igious
studies department, Rocky Mountain Col lege,and other humanists, politicians and concerned
citizens.
Commenting on the series of programs, Bruce R. Sievers, Missoula, MCH director, said:
"We welcome the efforts of the Citizens for Court Improvement to bring about a meaningful
involvement of the humanities in consideration of important issues in our judicial system,
because such a dialogue can have a substantial impact on the quality of those courts which
are closest to the people."
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